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church and prayed some time before the blessed sacrament. When he
had arrived at Castiglione, he had new assaults to bear, from the eloquence
and authority of a cardinal, many bishops, and eminent men, employed
by the Duke of Mantua and his own uncles; yet he remained firm, and
brought over some of these ambassadors to his side, so that they pleaded
in his favour. But his father flew back from his consent, loaded his son
with opprobrious language, and employed him in many distracting secular
commissions. The saint had recourse to God by prostrating himself before
a crucifix and redoubling his severities; till the marquis, no longer able
to oppose his design, cordially embraced him and recommended him to
Claudius Aquaviva, general of the Society, who appointed Rome for the
place of his novitiate. The father repented again of his consent and
detained his son nine months at Milan, during which time he used the
most tender entreaties and every other method to bring him from his
purpose. He again removed him to Mantua, and thence to Castiglione;
but finding his resolution invincible, left him at liberty, saying to him,
" Dear son, your choice is a deep wound in my heart. I ever loved you,
as you always deserved. In you I had founded the hopes of my family;
but you tell me God calls you another way. Go, therefore, in his name,
whither you please, and may his blessing everywhere attend you." Aloysius,
having thanked him, withdrew, that he might not increase his grief by his
presence, and betook himself to his prayers. His cession of the marquisate
to his brother Ralph, with the reserve of two thousand crowns in ready
money, and four thousand crowns a year for life, was ratified by the
emperor, and the writings were delivered at Mantua in November 1585,
The excessive grief and tears of his subjects and vassals at his departure
only drew from him these words: " That he sought nothing but the
salvation of his soul, and exhorted them all to the same." Arriving at
Rome, he visited the churches and chief places of devotion, then kissed
the feet of Pope Sixtus V, and entered his novitiate at St Andrew's on
the 25th of November 1585, not being completely eighteen years old.
Being conducted to his cell, he entered it as a celestial paradise, in which
he was to have no other employment than that of praising God without
interruption; and exulting in his heart, he repeated with the prophet,
** This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell, for I have chosen it."

The saint, in his noviceship, condemned himself as guilty of sloth if
he did not in every religious duty surpass in fervour all his companions;
he respected them all, and he behaved himself towards them as if he had
been the last person in the family, and indeed such he always reputed
himself. He loved and rejoiced most in the meanest and most contemptible
employments. His mortifications, though great, were not so severe as he
had practised in the world, because limited by obedience, which gave a
merit to all his actions. He used to say that a religious state in this